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HONORING THE POLISH AMERICAN 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE FOR 
ITS COMMITMENT TO STRENGTH-
ENING OUR COMMUNITY 

HON. BRADLEY S. SCHNEIDER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 10, 2014 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the Polish American Chamber of 
Commerce (PACC) on the occasion of its An-
nual Golf Outing, hosted in Riverwoods, IL, in 
my district. 

The PACC is a strong and clear voice for 
the Polish American business community in 
the Chicagoland area and an important advo-
cate for the interests of its member companies 
and the working families they employ. The 
Chicagoland area is proudly home to one of 
the most prominent Polish American business 
communities in the country. Through a tightly- 
knit network of member organizations, the 
PACC strives to enhance the vitality of this 
community by facilitating cooperation, building 
partnerships and promoting mutually beneficial 
trade relations between Poland and the United 
States. 

Our business community in the Tenth Dis-
trict is strong because it is just that: a commu-
nity. 

Working together and sharing strategies, 
being inspired by the innovation of fellow small 
businesses, companies in the Tenth District 
have fostered a community of mutual success 
and prosperity. It is this type of activity that the 
PACC promotes and is so important to our 
economic success in the 21st Century. 

Mr. Speaker, business associations like 
PACC are integral to driving the success of 
small businesses throughout our nation, which 
in turn will lift the rest of our economy. I thank 
the PACC for its work, and I wish only great 
success for this year’s golf outing and PACC’s 
future. 

f 

CONGRATULATING STEVE 
PLUNKETT FOR RECEIVING THE 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LET-
TER CARRIERS’ HERO OF THE 
YEAR AWARD 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 10, 2014 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mr. Steve Plunkett of North Pekin, 
Illinois and celebrate his receipt of the Na-
tional Association of Letter Carriers’ Hero of 
the Year Award. 

Mr. Plunkett, a local letter carrier, was fin-
ishing his shift as a troubling scene unfolded 
in the parking lot of the East Peoria Post Of-
fice. Employees witnessed a man forcibly lead 
a tearful young boy towards the back of the 
post office. Recognizing the child’s distress, 

Plunkett and his colleagues sprang into action 
and confronted the man; little did the post of-
fice employees know that they had intercepted 
a registered sex offender. 

The man fled the scene and Plunkett fol-
lowed, using his cell phone to capture pictures 
as well as his license plate number; images 
which led to his arrest several hours later. 

Plunkett’s actions thwarted a kidnapping at-
tempt and contributed to the conviction of a 
dangerous criminal, earning him one of the 
highest honors a letter carrier may receive. 
Sexual predators are every parent’s nightmare 
and, as the mother of three sons, I commend 
Mr. Plunkett for his courage. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Plunkett demonstrated 
bravery and selflessness, much to the credit of 
his character, and I can think of no one more 
deserving of the National Association of Letter 
Carriers’ Hero of the Year Award. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE UMATILLA 
WOMAN’S CLUB 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 10, 2014 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my pleasure to recognize the Umatilla Wom-
an’s Club, a member organization of the Gen-
eral Federation of Women’s Clubs. 

The Umatilla Woman’s Club was founded in 
1920 by a group of civic-minded women who 
established the first library in Umatilla. The 
group first organized informally, but recog-
nizing the need for formal organization to bet-
ter promote civic events, the Umatilla Wom-
an’s Club became one of the original twelve 
Woman’s Clubs. 

The General Federation of Women’s Clubs 
acts as a unifying force, bringing women to-
gether to strengthen their local communities 
through volunteer service. There are over 
100,000 members worldwide who inspire 
change by supporting the arts, advancing edu-
cation, encouraging civic involvement and pro-
moting cooperation. 

I thank the Umatilla Woman’s Club for their 
ongoing commitment to bettering our Central 
Florida community. Their philanthropy and 
spirit of volunteerism is an inspiration to us all. 

f 

HONORING PARNICK JENNINGS 

HON. PHIL GINGREY 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 10, 2014 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Parnick Jennings and to 
recognize his steadfast commitment to the 
Cartersville and greater Bartow County com-
munity, and for his exemplary leadership. 

Fifteen years ago, on September 11, 2000, 
Parnick Jennings sought to honor all of the 

wonderful men and women who serve not only 
Bartow County, but each of its seven cities. 
He did this by establishing an annual ‘‘Public 
Servant’s Luncheon’’ to honor those that give 
so much to make Bartow County and each of 
its cities some of the best communities to live 
in all of America. 

During his time in Bartow County, Parnick 
was one of the founders, and now chairs the 
Annual Bartow County ‘‘Can-a-Thon,’’ which 
helped in the creation of the Bartow County 
College & Career Academy. He served on the 
committee that helped build the Clarence 
Brown Conference Center, served as Chair-
man of the Cartersville-Bartow County Cham-
ber of Commerce, and along with Ms. Jessica 
Fleetwood, founded the Bartow Business Con-
nection in 2009 as a way to help local busi-
nesses network with the goal of making it 
through the recession together. Parnick and 
his wife, Tina, organize and host the annual 
Toyo Tire Community Christmas Luncheon 
which feeds up to 1500 people annually during 
the Christmas season. Parnick’s public service 
started thirty seven years ago, when he found-
ed the Parnick Jennings Funeral Home in 
Cartersville, Georgia. The firm came to be na-
tionally recognized for outstanding customer 
service, and in 1995 was sold to Service Cor-
poration International. For the next 5 years, 
under Parnick’s leadership, the firm was 
ranked #1 in Customer Satisfaction among the 
top 1500 funeral homes in the United States. 
I have been honored to call Parnick Jennings 
a friend for well over a decade and his selfless 
guidance has played a major role in helping 
me represent the 11th District of Georgia with 
a servant’s heart. Bartow County is blessed to 
have such a fine shepherd like Parnick Jen-
nings looking out for our community. A native 
of Rome, Georgia, Parnick attended the Uni-
versity of Georgia and graduated from 
Gupton-Jones College. Parnick and Tina are 
active members of Tabernacle Baptist Church 
in Cartersville, Georgia. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 11th District of 
Georgia, I offer my deepest thanks to Mr. 
Parnick Jennings for his unfailing commitment 
to the service to others; he is truly one of our 
country’s ‘‘points of light.’’ 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE CITY OF 
FIREBAUGH, CALIFORNIA 

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 10, 2014 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the City of Firebaugh, California as 
they celebrate their Centennial on Friday, Sep-
tember 12, 2014. 

The City of Firebaugh, located in Fresno 
County, was incorporated on December 17, 
1914 and has seen enormous growth in the 
past 100 years. The city was named after An-
drew D. Firebaugh who owned the local ferry 
that transported locals and visitors across the 
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San Joaquin River, many of whom were pros-
pectors looking to strike it rich in gold country. 

Although small, Firebaugh is home to a 
thriving community. Known as the ‘‘Jewel of 
the San Joaquin,’’ Firebaugh is home to a rich 
agricultural industry. The major crops grown in 
the region include tomato, garlic, cantaloupes, 
and cotton, as well as various other fruits, 
vegetables, and nuts. In addition to agri-
culture, Firebaugh has seen new growth in 
manufacturing, packing, and processing plants 
in recent years. 

As one of the oldest historical towns on the 
Central Valley’s Westside, Firebaugh has a 
rich history and certainly has a bright future 
ahead. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that I con-
gratulate the City of Firebaugh, California on 
their centennial celebration. 

f 

HONORING MAGENIUM SOLUTIONS, 
LLC 

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 10, 2014 

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Magenium Solutions, LLC, an IT 
services firm based out of my hometown of 
Glen Ellyn, which has been recognized as 
being one of the best places to work in the 
State of Illinois. Magenium Solutions is a com-
pany dedicated to delivering technology based 
answers to hundreds of businesses nation-
wide. They are well known for improving the 
productivity of their clients, helping them to 
stay competitive and reducing costs through 
the use of technology. 

For the second year in a row, Magenium 
Solutions has earned the distinction of being 
one of the ‘‘Best Places to Work in Illinois’’ by 
the Daily Herald Business Ledger, one of only 
sixty Illinois companies to receive this honor. 
With more than 60 employees, Magenium So-
lutions strives to provide a work life balance, 
career growth, professional development, 
training, and incentives aimed at helping em-
ployees move forward successfully on their 
career paths. In addition, Inc. Magazine has 
ranked Magenium Solutions as one of the na-
tion’s fastest growing private companies. 

Mr. Speaker and my distinguished col-
leagues in the House, please join me in hon-
oring Magenium Solutions for their legacy of 
achievement and care not only for their cli-
ents, but also for their employees. 

f 

HONORING THE NAPA VALLEY 
VINTNERS 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 10, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the Napa Valley Vintners. 
In an outstanding display of generosity, Napa 
Valley Vintners donated $10 million to create 
a Napa Valley Community Disaster Relief 
Fund, which will be used to help residents and 
businesses recover from the recent earth-
quake in our Napa Valley. 

In the aftermath of this devastating earth-
quake, the Napa Valley Vintners sprung into 

action. Propelled by a desire to help our com-
munity in its time of need, the Napa Valley 
Vintners devised a plan to help those im-
pacted by the earthquake in a big way. The 
creation of this fund and the initial pledge of 
$10 million will provide immediate financial as-
sistance for individuals and businesses as 
they work to get back on their feet. The Napa 
Valley Vintners hope that this fund will grow 
with additional donations and thereby be able 
to help even more people throughout our com-
munity. With the generosity of groups like the 
Napa Valley Vintners, our 5th Congressional 
District will be back up and running in no time. 

I am proud to represent a district with kind- 
hearted, community-minded and generous 
people such as those with the Napa Valley 
Vintners. Mr. Speaker, the Napa Valley Vint-
ners deserve to be recognized and honored 
here today. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 10, 2014 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $17,757,884,048,448.05. We’ve 
added $7,131,006,999,534.97 to our debt in 5 
years. This is over $7.1 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF DELBARTON SCHOOL 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 10, 2014 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize The Delbarton School in 
the Township of Morris, Morris County, as it 
celebrates its Seventy-Fifth Anniversary. 

The Delbarton School is an independent, all 
male, Roman Catholic school led by the Bene-
dictine Monks of St. Mary’s Abbey. Founded in 
1939, the school has graduated more than 
4,000 students and has a current enrollment 
of about 540 students. The school’s motto 
‘‘Succisa Virescit’’ conveys the value of perse-
verance, a principle on which the school was 
founded. Delbarton’s first graduating class 
consisted of only 8 students from grades sixth, 
seventh, and eighth. It was not until 1942 that 
an upper school was added by Headmaster 
Father Stephan Findlay. 

In the late 1800s Luther Kountze, a wealthy 
stock broker from New York, began to pur-
chase land in rural New Jersey and quickly 
accumulated over 4,000 acres. In 1883 he 
built a large mansion and decided to call it 
Delbarton. The name comes from taking a syl-
lable from each of his first three children’s 
names: Barclay Ward, William Delancey, and 
Helen Livingston. After Mr. Kountze’s death in 
1918, the property was put up for sale and in 
1927 St. Mary’s Abbey bought 400 acres of 

the property, including the mansion and farm. 
They planned to use the property as a place 
to start educating their younger members. 

Situated on 200 acres in rural Morris Coun-
ty, Delbarton is home to rolling hills and pictur-
esque landscapes as well as impressive facili-
ties. The school boasts a 24,000 square foot 
science pavilion, 4 science labs, 6 computer 
labs, a 36,000 square foot Fine Arts Center, a 
language lab, and a 25,000 volume library. 
The Delbarton School offers a traditional lib-
eral arts education serving grades 7–12. The 
school is founded on the 1,500 year old tradi-
tion of Benedictine learning which is based on 
the Judeo-Christian tradition and pursues de-
velopment of the whole person, both in spirit 
and in mind. They believe that there is more 
to the education of men than just academics 
and strive to create an environment where 
both personal and religious confirmation can 
be acquired. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me today in congratulating the 
Delbarton School, its teachers and administra-
tion, trustees and many successful alumni and 
supporters, as it celebrates its Seventy-Fifth 
Anniversary. 

f 

SAFE AND SECURE DRINKING 
WATER ACT 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 10, 2014 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce the Safe and Secure Drinking Water 
Act, an important step to sustain America’s 
clean drinking water. 

On August 2, Microcystin-laced, toxic algae 
overtook the drinking water intake process for 
Toledo, Ohio during an explosion of algae 
growth in western Lake Erie. For three days, 
half a million Americans were without safe 
drinking water. 

In Toledo, the taps are back on, but the cri-
sis remains. 

The growth of harmful algal blooms in Lake 
Erie will continue to threaten communities, 
local economies, and the 11 million people 
who depend on the lake for fresh water. Until 
the flow of algae-feeding nutrients into the 
lake is stopped, the risk of further water emer-
gencies will persist. 

This concern is not isolated to Lake Erie. 
Millions of Americans across the country rely 
on drinking water from natural sources that 
are similarly threatened by increasing levels of 
nutrient runoff, and the resulting toxic algal 
growth. 

Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency recognizes harmful algal blooms as a 
major environmental problem in all 50 states, 
with severe impacts on human health. 

Despite this realization, the U.S. EPA fails 
to take a most basic step to protect public 
safety—setting federal guidelines or standards 
for unsafe consumption levels, testing prac-
tices to determine the presence of Microcystin 
in water systems, or feasible treatment tech-
niques. Without these basic protections, mil-
lions of Americans’ health is at risk. 

This necessary legislation will compel the 
EPA to take these important first steps within 
90 days of its passage, and in the absence of 
regulatory action, to report on additional steps 
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